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“Multiple interwoven stories bring alive the complex relationships forged by “white African” filmmaker Kenny Mann’s
remarkable parents, Igor and Erika Mann. Wide-ranging and informative, “Beautiful Tree, Severed Roots” chronicles their
escape from Nazi-infested Europe to assume new identities in Kenya during the tumultuous pre-Independence years. Told with a
whimsical sense of humor and enlivened with original graphics, the film depicts the challenging, confusing, but never boring
journeys of a highly colorful husband and wife team and the daughter who tries to make sense of their lives, solving a few
mysteries about her own life along the way.” Kathy Eldon, Founder and Chairman, Creative Visions Foundation
Kenny Mann was born and raised in Kenya. She attended the Kenya Girls High School and Nairobi University, and left in 1968
to study film production at Bristol University in England. Since then, Ms. Mann has held many jobs in the documentary film
world, ranging from researcher and writer to producer and director of her own films. Now she brings her latest production back
home.

At 5.00pm on Saturday, September 20, Ms. Mann’s documentary film, titled “BEAUTIFUL TREE, SEVERED ROOTS”, will
have its African premiere in the Louis Leakey Auditorium of the National Museum as a contribution to the story-telling theme at
the Storymoja Festival. The film will also be screened in Ford Hall on Sunday, September 21.
BEAUTIFUL TREE, SEVERED ROOTS explores issues of personal identity based on the extraordinary lives led by her
parents, Erica and Igor Mann, who arrived in Kenya as Jewish refugees in 1942. “I grew up as a white woman in an African
country, an anti-colonialist in a British Colony, and a Jew who didn’t know how to be Jewish,” Ms. Mann says. “Living so near
to the Equator, which one could straddle with one foot in each hemisphere, made me nuts,” she continues. “From the earliest age,
I wondered in which hemisphere I belonged and whether I had to choose between them.”
“There is a true majesty at work in this artistic effort. It is a love song to Africa as well as a faithful historic record of a time
when the country was entering a modern progressive age. More than that, it is a reflection on her younger self, serving as a
mirror held up to the young people of today who are forging their identities in a world that is at once fragmented and hyperconnected. The film is a testament to the filmmaker’s gifts and to her ability to look into her own heart and to question.” Jackie
Marks, Archivist
Set against the backdrop of Kenya’s Colonial history between the Mau Mau uprising of the 1950s and Independence in 1963, the
film takes viewers on a poetic, metaphorical journey through her memories of a childhood spent on a cattle farm at Athi River
and later as a school girl in Nairobi. Delving into her parents’ lives in Poland and Romania, she sets the stage for their escape
from the Holocaust and ultimate destination: Africa. “It wasn’t just an escape,” notes Ms. Mann. “My mother had always
dreamed of coming to Africa – just not under these circumstances!”

“The film admirably addresses the constant need to call into question one’s place in history in times of sweeping change.”
Kathleen Modrowski, Assistant Dean, Global College, Long Island University
Dr. Igor Mann was the Director of Animal Husbandry for the Kenya Veterinary Department for many years, and the Founder of
the Animal Health and Training Institute at Kabete. He was also the Founder and Co-Chairman of Freedom from Hunger, and a
consultant for WHO, UNEP and UNDP. Erica Mann worked for the Town Planning Department for many years, was the Kenya
representative for Habitat for Humanity and contributed many articles to various architectural magazines. Their home on
Milimani Road, formerly known as Crawford Road, was one of the few places in Kenya where people of all races, including
prominent leaders such as Tom Mboya and Bruce McKenzie, were welcomed.
“It’s simultaneously a coming-of-age story for Kenya and myself as I turned 17 in 1963, just as Kenya became Independent,”
says Ms. Mann. “I left Kenya when I was 22 years old because I saw no future for me here,” Mann admits. “But with the
exploding film industry in East Africa, I’ve found a niche where I can be useful and give film students everything that I’ve
learned.”

Ms. Mann’s brother, Oscar Mann, who lives at Kitengela, was the cinematographer. Kenny Mann has taught Documentary Film
Production at the Kenya Institute of Media Communications and at the Hot Sun Foundation. She will be conducting a two-day
MASTER CLASS ON DOCUMENTARY FILM PRODUCTION during Storymoja Festival on Wednesday and Thursday
September 17 and 18 from 2.30 – 5.30pm. Those wishing to participate should visit http://storymojafestival.com/documentaryfilm-production-masterclass-with-kenny-mann/ to sign up.
“Your story and experiences sort of makes me feel connected to the past I wasn’t part of. I am 25, half Kenya’s age. I believe this
is a story that makes people realise the minute details of history that get shadowed by the roaring euphoria of political victories
that do not necessarily bring freedom and fairness…“ Frenny Jowi, BBC Correspondent, Kenya
Ms. Mann’s previous documentary film, WALKING WITH LIFE – The Birth of a Human Rights Movement in Africa, has
screened at seven festivals and won two awards. Ms. Mann has made several other documentary films and has also authored a
series of six books for younger readers titled African Kingdoms of the Past (Simon & Schuster). Ms. Mann teaches documentary
film at Manhattan’s Digital Film Academy.
A trailer for BEAUTIFUL TREE, SEVERED ROOTS may be viewed at www.rafikiproductions.com For further information,
please contact Kenny Mann directly at ikimann@earthlink.net; or Storymoja Festival directly.
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